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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,664,991 to Chew et al. (hereinafter Chew) and U.S. Patent No. 5,995,101 to Clark et al. 
(hereinafter Clark). 

Referring to claims 1, 7, and 13, Chew teaches a series of operational steps expressible in 
computer codes for an electronic device capable of carrying out commands for a method of 
interacting with an icon displayed on a touch screen in an electronic device (i.e. hand-held 
computing device; col. 1, lines 27-30), the electronic device capable of carrying a command 
(input function) and further capable of providing a message (i.e. context menu or tool tip) 
associated with the command (col. 3, lines 33-67), wherein the input function is displayed at a 
designated area (designated coordinates; col. 3, lines 41-44) of the screen so as to allow a user to 
interact with the input function by using a physical object (stylus), said method comprising the 
steps of: 

contacting the screen at the designated area by the physical object (press); and 
keeping the physical object at the designated area longer than a selected time to cause the 
electronic device to provide the message (and hold gesture). See col. 1, lines 56 - col. 2, line 9. 
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Chew also describes that the user may remove the stylus before the selected time has 
expired, such that the context menu is not displayed, and that this stylus up event is dispatched to 
the parent application. See col. 7, lines 1-8. Chew describes that tapping (i.e. stylus down 
followed by stylus up event) may cause selection of an entry. 

Chew does not explicitly mention that the input function is a command symbolized by an 
icon or that the stylus up event before the expiration of the selected time causes the command to 
be executed. 

However, Clark teaches that tool tips are commonly associated with icons and that when 
a user selects the icon with a pointing device, the command associated with the icon is carried 
out. See col. 1, lines 10-40. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the executable 
icons of Clark within the hand-held computing device of Chew such that icons represent 
executable input functions in Chew, in order to represent input functions with graphical images 
as supported in Clark. 

Referring to claims 2, 8, and 14, Chew and Clark teach removing the physical object 
from the screen after the message is displayed to cause the electronic device to carry out the 
command (i.e. Clark teaches selecting the icon at any time invokes the associated function; col. 
1, lines 26-28), or 

moving the physical object off the desired area while keeping the physical object 
substantially on the screen after displaying the message to end the message (Chew at col. 4, lines 
7-9). 
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Referring to claims 3, 9, and 15, Chew and Clark teach removing the physical object 
from the screen after ending the display of the message (i.e. stylus up event); or 

moving the physical object to a further designated area after ending the display of the 
message for causing the electronic device to provide a message associated with the further 
designated area (i.e. each hold over an icon causes the associated context menu or tool tip to be 
displayed). See Chew at Fig. 3, 300, which shows other selectable areas, and Clark at Fig. 1, 
which shows several icons with related tool tips. 

Referring to claims 4 and 10, Chew and Clark teach removing the physical object from 
the screen after moving the further object to a further designated area to cause the electronic 
device to carry out a command associated with the further designated area (i.e. Clark teaches 
selecting an icon at any time invokes the associated function; col. 1, lines 26-28). 

Referring to claims 5-6 and 1 1, the provided message of Chew and Clark comprises a text 
message (text bubble) that is displayed on the screen (i.e. Chew at Fig. 4, 400). 

Referring to claim 12, Chew does not explicitly teach that the message may be in an 
audible form from an audio device. However, Clark teaches that tool tips may be presented as 
audio (col. 2, lines 1-9). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
the tool tip of Chew in a audible format as described by Clark in order to tailor the tool tip to the 
user's needs as supported by Clark, especially for the small screen device of Chew. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. §1.11 1(c) to consider 
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these references folly when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach 
methods of displaying tool tips in associating with icons within a pen-based computing system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawn M. Becker whose telephone number is (571) 272-4046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



